
122 Brooklyn Says “Move to Detroit.”

The purpose of this research is to better under-
stand the available timber and woodworking 
resources that can be found in Nebraska. The 
availability of a particular species for harvest-
ing, its woodworking characteristics and the 
availability of the tools or skilled professionals 
necessary to create a final product should all 
be considered to achieve this understanding.

In order to gain more qualitative information 
on the subject, this study goes into specific 
precedents of applications of timber grown, 
harvested and/or processed in Nebraska. To 
give a more general understanding of what 
types of timber are available and what their 
applications may be, there is also informa-
tion included stating the physical properties 
of the wood species most commonly found 
in Nebraska, as well as common uses for each 
of these wood species. In this way the scale 
of understanding starts with general wood 
species’ uses, narrows to the wood products 
industry of Nebraska, and finally looks at indi-
vidual processes.

Because a very small percentage of Nebraska’s 
land mass is forested, there is limited quali-
tative documentation about the outcome 
or potential outcome of Nebraska’s forest 
industry beyond harvesting statistics. Several 

of the examples found in this research show 
a fully sustainable cycle from live tree to pro-
cessor to final product which does not rely on 
resources outside of the state.

A map is included in this study to illustrate the 
distribution of wood processors and forests 
throughout Nebraska. Although no overarch-
ing patterns have been found in regard to the 
type of wood products that are being manu-
factured here, the processes of these manu-
facturers, or the path from the live tree to the 
final product, what can be found is a cross sec-
tion of wood crafting throughout Nebraska. 
Secondary processors include pallet manufac-
turers and wooden sole shoe manufacturers, 
while primary processors prepare timber for 
uses such as custom furniture or log cabins.

This research begins to prove that although 
Nebraska has one of the smallest timber 
industries in the United States, it is capable 
of being efficient and self-sustaining. The 
small scale of the industry means that many 
of the wood products processed here are of 
a custom nature. For some specialty proces-
sors each piece of lumber is considered for its 
individual characteristics before being crafted 
into a final product.

The next phase of this research would include 
a more in-depth study of the processes of one 
or more local wood processors. This informa-
tion would illustrate the highly personal and 
specific nature of Nebraska’s traditions in 
woodworking. Many of these processes, skills, 
tools and in some cases lumber, have been 
passed down through generations of crafts-
men, making quantitative information about 
each processor insufficient to tell their story.
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